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Cne of my maost imporant early classical memoaories is from & rehearsal | was
privileged to attend at Hat House back in my high school years. Walter Babiak was
conducting a string archestra in Ernest Bloch's Concero Grosso Mo, 'm afraid |
can't remember who the pianist was on that occasion (t's an obbligato role rather
than a wirtuosic one) but the work. was imprinted on my brain and left a lasting
impression. Once again | cannot understand why this piece is not mare frequenthy
performedand so itwas a great pleasure o find it included on the new CO
Schindler's List (AT A ACDZ2-2579) featuring the Swiss Orchestre Sym phonigue
Bienne. The title wark is John Willizams' suite for violin and onchestra extrapolated
fram the soundtrack to "Schindler's List". Both that and Eloch's "Suite HEbraique"
feature the outstanding young Canadian violinist Alexandre da Costa who is in fine
form here. But the highlight for me is the performance of Bloch's Concero Grosso
under the direction Thomas Bdsner who captures the rustic energy of the dance
moyements and brings & driving force 1o the fugal finale without sacrificing any of
the inherent stateliness of the wark. And in this instance | can 2!l you the name of
the pianist, Man: Pantillon.
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